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CORONER'S COURT — CASE DURATION 

2881. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Attorney General 

(1) What is the current average time to trial for a Coroner’s Court case? 

(2) What is the current number of unfinalised Coroner’s Court cases? 

(3) What was the number of unfinalised cases at the end of the following financial years: 

(a) 2006–2007; 
(b) 2007–2008; and 
(c) 2008–2009? 

(4) What is the longest length of time that a case has remained unfinalised? 

(5) How many cases have remained unfinalised for more than: 

(a) 12 months; 
(b) 18 months; 
(c) 24 months; 
(d) 30 months; and 
(e) 36 months? 

(6) Will the State Coroner abandon any outstanding public inquests; and 

(a) if yes, how many inquests will be abandoned? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(1) As at 27 May 2010 the time to trial was 99 weeks (against a target of 128 weeks). 

(2) As at 27 May 2010 this figure stands at 1893. 

(3) (a)  5,264; 
(b) 3,662; and 
(c) 2,256. 

Figures for 2006/07 and 2007/08 indicate the number of files not closed on the Coroner's Court's 
database. The Court is unable to determine the exact number of the pending files in those years. The 
2008/09 and current year figures reflect the number of pending files. 

(4) 117 months. 

(5) (a)  12-18 months 214; 
(b) 18-24 months 152; 
(c) 24-30 months 77; 
(d) 30-36 months 60; and 
(e) 36 months or more 199. 

With respect to the figures above, they must be read in the context of the fact that many matters which 
may prolong the time to finalisation are outside the control of the Coroner. These regularly include WA 
Police investigations, PathWest toxicology reports and post mortems and WorkSafe investigations. 

(6) All mandated inquest cases will be proceeded with. A review of cases on hand by the Coroner has 
identified about 10 old cases where the perceived benefits of holding an inquest have changed since the 
death occurred. For example, changes in procedures or legislation have occurred since the death, 
consequently it may now not be necessary to hold an inquest. 

(a) Refer to the response to Question 6. 
 


